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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is made Non-Final after RCE. 
Claims 1-21 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-5,8-12, 15, 16, and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 5,379,41 1 of Morgan et al. referred hereinafter "Morgan". 
In regards to claim 1 , Morgan discloses: 



storing first information with first data at the same addressable storage location in 
a computer readable medium. Morgan discloses blocks of data with code bytes have a 
number of code bits and a block of configured data (see column 5 lines 55-60). 



wherein the first information directly indicates the status of the first data. Morgan 
further discloses the code bits are reset to indicate the data transfer was successful, 
which indicates no fault in the configured data (see column 6 lines 23-28). 
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In regards to claim 2, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the status indicates a reliability of the first data (see column 6 lines 21- 

28). 

In regards to claim 3, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the first information is a data reliability qualifier bit (see column 5 lines 
60-65 and column 6 lines 21-28). 

In regards to claim 4, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the first information is embedded with the first data (see column 5 lines 
60-65). 

In regards to claim 5, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the first information is appended with the first data (see column 5 lines 
60-65). 

In regards to claim 8, Morgan discloses: 

storing first information with first data at the same addressable storage location of 
a computer readable medium. Morgan discloses blocks of data with code byte and 
check bytes (see column 5 lines 60-65). 

wherein the first information indicates status of second data associated with the 
first data. Morgan further discloses a block of configured data (see column 5 lines 55- 
60), indicating second data, and the code byte is reset to indicate the data transfer was 
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successful, which indicates no fault in the configured data (see column 6 lines 23-28), 
indicating first information indicates status of second data associated with the first data. 

In regards to claim 9, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the status indicates a reliability of the second data (see column 6 lines 
23-28). 

In regards to claim 10, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the first information is a data reliability qualifier (see column 6 lines 23- 

28). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Morgan discloses: 

wherein the first data is parity data (see column 4 lines 15-25). 

In regards to claim 12, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the first information is set to indicate that the second data is unreliable 
(see column 6 lines 23-28). 

In regards to claim 15, Morgan discloses: 

a computer readable medium having a plurality of storage areas (see column 4 
lines 15-25); and 

circuitry configured to perform at least one of a group consisting of a reading and 
a writing data with respect to the storage areas, wherein at least one of the storage 
areas includes first information stored with first data at the same addressable storage 
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location. Morgan discloses blocks of data with code byte and check bytes (see column 
5 lines 60-65) 

wherein the first information indicates status of second data associated with the 
first data. Morgan further discloses a block of configured data (see column 5 lines 55- 
60), indicating second data, and the code byte is reset to indicate the data transfer was 
successful, which indicates no fault in the configured data (see column 6 lines 23-28), 
indicating first information indicates status of second data associated with the first data. 

In regards to claim 16, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the circuitry includes a controller that is adapted to store the first 
information with the first data (see column 5 lines 55-65). 

In regards to claim 18, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the storage areas are in a RAID configuration. Morgan discloses parity 
bytes, indicating a RAID configuration (see column 4 lines 19-23). 

In regards to claim 19, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the first information is appended to the first data (see column 5 lines 60- 

65). 

In regards to claim 20, Morgan discloses: 

wherein the first information is embedded in the first data (see column 5 lines 60- 

65). 

In regards to claim 21 , Morgan discloses: 
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wherein the first information and the first data are generated by the same 
function (see column 5 lines 55-65). 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 7,020,805 of Talagala et al. referred hereinafter "Talagala". 
In regards to claim 1 , Talagala discloses: 

storing first information with first data at the same addressable storage location in 
a computer readable medium, wherein the first information directly indicates the status 
of the first data. Talagala discloses storing version identifiers and integrity metadata 
such as checksums within the data block (see figure 2 and column 3 lines 15-22 and 
column 8 lines 25-30) 

In regards to claim 2, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the status indicates a reliability of the first data (see figure 2 and column 
3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30) 

In regards to claim 3, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first information is a data reliability qualifier bit (see figure 2 and 
column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30). 

In regards to claim 4, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first information is embedded with the first data (see figure 2 and 
column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30) 
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In regards to claim 5, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first information is appended with the first data (see figure 2 and 
column 6 lines 20-25). 

In regards to claim 6, Talagala discloses: 

storing second information with second data at another addressable location of 
the computer readable medium, the second information indicating the status of the first 
data. Talagala discloses a data storage system, which could be redundant arrays of 
disk drives under RAID 1 (see column 1 line 65 to column 2 line 1 ), implying duplicate or 
mirrored copy of the data block. 

In regards to claim 7, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the second information is set to indicate that the first data is unreliable 
bit (see figure 2 and column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30). 

In regards to claim 8, Talagala discloses: 

storing first information with first data at the same addressable storage location of 
a computer readable medium. Talagala discloses storing version identifiers and integrity 
metadata such as checksums within the data block (see figure 2 and column 3 lines 15- 
22 and column 8 lines 25-30) 

wherein the first information indicates status of second data associated with the 
first data. Talagala discloses a data storage system, which could be redundant arrays 
of disk drives under RAID 1 (see column 1 line 65 to column 2 line 1 ), implying duplicate 
or mirrored copy of the data block. 
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In regards to claim 9, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the status indicates a reliability of the second data (see figure 2 and 
column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30). 

In regards to claim 10, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first information is a data reliability qualifier (see figure 2 and column 
3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first data is parity data (see figure 2 and column 3 lines 15-22 and 
column 8 lines 25-30). 

In regards to claim 12, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first information is set to indicate that the second data is unreliable 
(see figure 2 and column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30). 

In regards to claim 13, Talagala discloses: 

storing second information to the second data at another addressable storage 
location of the computer readable medium, the second information indicating the status 
of the second data. Talagala discloses storing version identifiers and integrity metadata 
such as checksums within the data block (see figure 2 and column 3 lines 15-22 and 
column 8 lines 25-30) 

In regards to claim 14, Talagala discloses: 
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wherein the second information is set to indicate that the second data is 
unreliable (see figure 2 and column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30). 

In regards to claim 15, Talagala discloses: 

a computer readable medium having a plurality of storage areas and circuitry 
configured to perform at least one of a group consisting of a reading and a writing of 
data with respect to the storage areas (see column 4 lines 1-6). 

wherein at least one of the storage areas includes first information stored with 
first data at the same addressable storage location. Talagala discloses storing version 
identifiers and integrity metadata such as checksums within the data block (see figure 2 
and column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30) 

wherein the first information indicates status of second data associated with the 
first data. Talagala discloses a data storage system, which could be redundant arrays 
of disk drives under RAID 1 (see column 1 line 65 to column 2 line 1 ), implying duplicate 
or mirrored copy of the data block. 

In regards to claim 16, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the circuitry includes a controller that is adapted to store the first 
information with the first data (see column 3 lines 55-57). 

In regards to claim 17, Talagala discloses: 

wherein at least another of the storage areas includes second information stored 
with the second data at another addressable storage location that indicates a status of 
the second data. Talagala discloses storing version identifiers and integrity metadata 
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such as checksums within the data block (see figure 2 and column 3 lines 15-22 and 
column 8 lines 25-30). 

In regards to claim 18, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the storage areas are in a RAID configuration (see column 1 line 65 to 
column 2 line 1). 

In regards to claim 19, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first information is appended to the first data (see figure 2 and 
column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30) 

In regards to claim 20, Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first information is embedded in the first data (see figure 2 and 
column 3 lines 15-22 and column 8 lines 25-30) 

In regards to claim 21 , Talagala discloses: 

wherein the first information and the first data are generated by the same 
function (see figure 2 and column 1 lines 45-50 and column 3 lines 15-22) 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed March 26, 2009 with respect to claim have been fully 
considered but are not persuasive. 
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In response to the interview request submitted with response filed on March 26, 
2009, the form submitted by applicant states "The interview is necessary and 
appropropriate in facilitating progress on the merits in accordance with the Office 
intended prosecution procedure in cases such as this one granted special status for 
accelerated examination", which provides no information that leads examiner to believe 
a disposal or clarification for the appeal may be accomplished. The MPEP recites that 
an interview may be granted if the examiner is convinced that disposal or clarification for 
appeal may be accomplished with only nominal further consideration. Interviews merely 
to restate arguments of record or to discuss new limitations which would require more 
than nominal reconsideration or new search should be denied. See MPEP § 713.09. If 
applicant would like an interview, examiner suggests submitting a new PTOL-413Aform 
outlining the specific topics or issues the applicant would like to discuss that would 
result in a disposal or clarification for appeal with only nominal further consideration, as 
well as contact the examiner at the number shown below to determine a time for the 
interview. Applicant is also welcome to contact the examiner should there be any 
questions regarding an appropriate request for an interview to avoid delays in the future. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EMERSON C. PUENTE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3652. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on 571-272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Emerson C Puente/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 21 1 3 



